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*This is an Advanced Placement course, students should expect a heavier than normal workload and dedicate a minimum of 1 hour per weeknight for this course.*
Course Description:

Advanced Placement Human Geography is an introductory college course in human geography. The exam assumes that you have taken the equivalent of one semester of college-level preparation; however this is a full year course at Bullitt East. This course correlates to a typical introductory college course, with the purpose to introduce you to a systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human’s understanding, use and alteration of Earth’s surface. You will look spatially at the Earth to analyze human’s organization of space and the environmental consequences of their decisions. You will be looking for patterns across the cultural landscape, trying to identify trends and anticipate future phenomena. You will also explore different methods and tools geographers use in their science and practice.
Standards:

Upon completion of the APHG course student should be able to:
· Use and think about maps and spatial data;
· Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places;

· Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationship among patterns and processes;

· Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process;

· Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places.

Topics to be covered:

· Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives;

· Population and Migration;
· Cultural Patterns and Processes;

· Political Organization of Space;

· Agricultural and Rural Land Use;

· Industrialization and Economic Development;

· Cities and Urban Land Use.

AP Human Geography Class Format:

The AP Human Geography course will meet five times a week for 54 minutes each day.  Instruction will rely primarily upon the lecture, small and large group discussion, daily homework, quizzes and multiple-choice and essay exams.
Test, Quizzes and Essays:
Test will generally consist of a multiple- choice section and an essay section of near equal weight.  Pop quizzes will also be used to ensure that students will keep up with the reading assignments.

Homework:

Homework will consist almost exclusively of reading assignments and periodically accompanying an activity.  There will be occasional outside essay writing.  It is imperative that students complete the nightly reading assignments in order for optimal in-class instruction to occur.  In accordance with college level expectations, students will be responsible for completing and mastering assignments on time.
PRIMARY TEXTS USED:

Rubenstein, James M. The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography. 11th ed. Upper Saddle River, N. J.: Prentice Hall, 2014

· This text will be available on line and in a very limited quantity to check out from Mr. Whitfill’s room. If student does not have access to the internet at home then they may use the library after school to accommodate the work load.

Swanson, Kelly. AP Human Geography 2014. New York, NY: Kaplan Publishing 2015 

· There will be limited copies of this book available for those who cannot by one.

ADDITIONAL TEXT USED:

Fellman, Jerome D, et al. Human Geography: Landscape of Human Activities, 12th ed. Boston, 2013
Domosh, Mona, et al. The Human Mosaic: A Thematic Introduction of Cultural Geography, 12th ed. New York: Freeman 2013
Teachers reserve the right to use additional sources such as articles, journals and other materials as seen fit to prepare my lessons.

GRADING/STUDENT EVALUATION:

Grading Scale (This grading scale is a reflection of a mandatory school grading scale).




90%-100%
A




80%-89%
B




70%-79%
C




60%-69%
D




0%-59%
F
The grades for this class will be compiled as such; 

Each semester is made up of two 9 week quarters, each worth 40% of the final semester grade totaling 80%. Each quarter is scored based on the weighted categories below

· Course Work/Homework: 
30%
· Quizzes: 


30%

· Writing Assignments:

20%

· Exams:



20%
The remaining 20% of the final semester grade is the mid-term or final exam.
Class Materials:

Each student will need:

· One 2” binder

· One note book (this may be spiral)

· 10 tab dividers- these can be home made

· Sufficient college ruled loose leaf paper – not from a spiral notebook

· Writing utensils 

· Pencil or pen (black or blue ink only)

· Flash Cards (very useful but not mandatory)

Class Rules:

1. BE on time

2. BE prepared

3. BE respectful

APHG Website
· Please see the APHG Website for lesson plans, daily agendas, and supplemental chapter readings. 

· Website: http://behssocialstudies.weebly.com/
Note:

I reserve the right to make changes in the course syllabus as deemed necessary due to changes in district/school policies and procedures.

My student and I have read the syllabus for the APHG class and understand the academic and behavioral expectations of the class. I also acknowledge that my child will be expected to spend one hour per school night, on average, to be successful in this course. This signed syllabus will be the first binder entry.
I, ___________________________, have read the syllabus and understand its contents.











____________________________









      Parent/Guardian signature

I, ___________________________, have read the syllabus and understand its contents.









____________________________










   Student signature

